A rapid protocol for isolation of RNA from mycobacteria.
Isolation of total cellular RNA from members of mycobacteria has been a labour-intensive task involving large volumes of cells, multiple extractions of cell lysates with phenol-chloroform followed by caesium chloride centrifugation. A simple and rapid procedure is reported for isolation of RNA from mycobacteria using as few as 1 x 10(7) cells. The RNA thus isolated when analysed on ethidium bromide gels contained 16S and 23S RNA as major species. Further, the RNA was used for amplification of an internal segment of hsp65 gene by reverse transcription followed by PCR.